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August 23, 2021 
 
Honorable Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street NE 
Washington, D.C.  20426 
 
RE: Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Fish and Wildlife, comments regarding  
CP21-467-000, Henderson County Expansion Project, Notice of Scoping 
 
Dear Secretary Bose: 
 
The Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Fish and Wildlife (DFW), offers the following 
comments under the scoping process for CP21-467, Henderson County Expansion Project, Texas Gas 
Transmission, LLC.  The project includes proposed work in Posey and Johnson Counties, Indiana, and there are 
natural resources in the vicinity of the project that need to be considered during review of the project. 
 
The portion of the project in Johnson County is located at an existing facility surrounded by agricultural ground.  
Work in this area is expected to have minimal impacts to fish, wildlife, and botanical resources.  In contrast, 
there are various natural resource concerns in Posey County.   
 
The Ohio River possesses significant mussel beds, with State and Federally endangered species present in 
various locations.  The submittal indicates that the pipeline will be installed via horizontal directional drilling 
(HDD) under the Ohio River.  HDD would avoid direct impacts on mussels and fish but erosion and sediment 
control measures at the drilling locations are critical to avoid sedimentation of the river and potential impacts to 
aquatic species.  All HDD entry and exit points, not just those near the Ohio River, need to have erosion and 
sedimentation control measures in place to minimize the chance of drilling materials migrating to nearby 
waterbodies.  In addition, as discussed in Horizontal Directional Drilling Method (Pages 3-6 and 3-7 of the 
Resource Report No. 3), a failure of HDD or migration of drilling materials into a waterway results in similar 
impacts as open trenching.  This could result in significant impacts to endangered mussels in the Ohio River.  
Adequate planning and preparation are essential to immediately respond to any HDD failures to minimize 
impacts to aquatic species.  
 
There are forest and scrub areas, small wetlands, and various drainages along the proposed path in Posey 
County.  The location of the HDD entry/exit point in Indiana for the Ohio River is open ground though there is 
a forested buffer immediately along the river.  North of the river, HDD is proposed at Big Pond and another 
HDD to go under existing woods and Green Valley Road.  Other areas will be open cut, including some small 
drainages.  Impacts to these waterways as well as forest and wetland areas are expected.  In general, the current 
information suggests impacts should not be extensive in terms of acreage, particularly if the existing forested 



areas where HDD is occurring are allowed to stay.  If the route can be shifted even slightly to further reduce 
impacts to wetlands, forests, and drainages, then those changes should occur.  Temporary work areas should 
occur in open ground to the greatest extent possible instead of disturbing existing forested areas.  If forests are 
removed, replacement should occur at a minimum 1:1 ratio, though higher ratios will be required if a DNR 
floodway permit is involved (see below).  Indiana Bat and Northern Long-ear Bat are assumed to be present in 
Posey County and could be found in trees within the project area during the summer occupancy season.  It is 
unclear if there will be any attempt to determine whether bats are using trees before they are cut.  Seasonal tree 
cutting is recommended to avoid impacts to bats.  If cutting must occur during the summer occupancy season, 
various monitoring tools are available and should be used wherever possible to further avoid and minimize 
impacts to listed bats.  
 
The project likely requires a DNR Construction in a Floodway permit from the Division of Water for work 
associated with the Ohio River, and perhaps other waterways.  The floodway permit requirement was not 
identified in any of the documents.  Questions about this permit should be directed to the Division of Water 
(water_inquiry@dnr.in.gov).   
 
In addition to the above comments, the DFW generally supports comments submitted by the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, dated July 28, 2021.   
 
Please contact me at (317) 233-4666 if we can be of further assistance.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
                                                                         
Matt Buffington 
Environmental Supervisor 
Division of Fish and Wildlife 


